
GANSEY PULLOVER KAL 
 

This KAL will be a self-paced project.  No one needs to feel pressed to keep up as we all move forward 
with this project.  The KAL will be on both the FB Group page and on the website BLOG.  Do not hesitate 
to ask questions or share your information as we proceed. 
 
Steps for Planning a Gansey 
 

1. Decide the style of gansey to knit.  In this KAL, a saddle shoulder will be used.  The sweater 
will be knit from the bottom up in the round up to the arm holes.  Design elements to 
consider are whether you want a traditional rib, a split, or an overlapping split.  After the 
bottom ribbing or split, a plain area can be done with initials of the owner; or texture 
stitches can be utilized in horizontal or vertical sections.  These can be done from top to 
bottom, or a definition ridge can be done between the lower and upper body, and 
additional design elements can be incorporated.  Stitch patterns should be selected that will 
be used in the sweater.   

 
2.  Select the yarn.   

 
Traditionally, the Gansey was knitted with a highly twisted 5-ply yarn, which sharply defined 
the pattern stitches.  It also was knitted tightly to prevent wind and water from penetrating.  
For this KAL, it is recommended to use any solid colored wool or wool blend yarn in either 
sport, DK, or Worsted weight.   

 
3. Calculate how much yarn is needed.  Below is a general “estimate” of the amount of yarn 

needed for an average adult sweater: 
 

Yarn Weight Gauge  Amount in Yards 
 
Sport Weight 6-7 sts/in 1200 – 2500 
 
DK Weight  5-6 sts/in 1000 – 2000 
 
Worsted Weight 4-5 sts/in 800 – 1500 
 
There are several tools on the internet to help calculate your gauge.  Below is a link to an 
easy calculator at Jimmy Beans Wool: 
 
https://www.jimmybeanswool.com/secure-html/onlineec/knittingCalculator.asp 
 
One needs to consider if the sweater will be longer or have other design elements that 
might change the requirements.  If so, extra yarn will be needed. 
 
Despite what method you use, you might consider purchasing at least one extra ball or skein 
to ensure there is enough yarn to finish the project.  Also, yarn should be of the same dye 
lot. 

 

https://www.jimmybeanswool.com/secure-html/onlineec/knittingCalculator.asp


4. KNIT A GAUGE SWATCH in stockinette stitch.  Start by knitting the swatch with a needle size 
recommended by the manufacturer.  If the feel and drape of the fabric is not what you 
want, then knit another swatch using a different size needle.   

 
5. Finalize the stitch patterns to be used for the sweater.  Then, do a gauge swatch in the 

round using each of the patterns.   
 
6. Find a sweater or like garment that fits the way you want the sweater to fit.  This item will 

be used for verification of measurements.   
 
7. Complete the measurements calculation form. 
 
8. Ready to begin… 
 

Each of the above steps will be discussed in greater length as the KAL progresses. 


